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June 22, 2011 

The Honorable Darrell Steinberg

Senate President pro Tempore

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

The Honorable John A. Pérez

Speaker of the Assembly

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE: Funding of IHSS Anti-Fraud Investigations

Dear Senator Steinberg and Speaker Perez:

With the continuing budget issues facing California the California Welfare Fraud Investigators Association would like to respectively request the $10 million in state funding for local anti-fraud efforts in the IHSS Program be reinstated. 

The IHSS Program serves a basic need which most of us take for granted, to live our lives in our own homes rather than being forced into an institution. California has led the nation with a program, which benefits those it serves.  Unfortunately, with any program which benefits some, there are always those who would choose to take advantage of the program.  

The IHSS Program has multiple goals; the first is to serve those in need of assistance. The second, and no less important, is to maintain the programs integrity for those receiving benefits as well as the taxpayers who pay for the program.  While there is no way to prevent all fraud, there must be a genuine and sincere effort to address the issue while providing security for program participants and at the same time provide confidence to taxpayers. Counties throughout the state have put previous funding to good use.  Over the past two years Kern County has reported savings, restitution and fines, which are more than double the allocation of state funds.  Stanislaus County reports 63% of the cases investigated have some level of fraud.  Orange County reports fraud in 62% of the IHSS investigations which were completed by the District Attorney’s Investigation Unit.  Sacramento County has reported 148 cases where providers of service were paid for a time frame in which they were incarcerated.  In Tulare County one case involved fraud over a four-year period and totaled $119,717.80. Unfortunately, fraud does exist in today’s IHSS Program.

In today’s difficult budget times, hard decisions must be made.  With that consideration, taxpayers more than ever expect their tax dollars to be used wisely.  A strong Fraud Program must remain as one cornerstone of the IHSS Program, it must protect those who need the assistance and provide confidence to the taxpayers who fund the program.  
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As Investigators, we witness the need of this program every day and how it serves our community.   We are well aware there are those who would take advantage, not only of the program but of those who are unable to protect themselves.  Therefore, Program Integrity plays a vital role in the IHSS Program.  

As you continue to face the challenge of balancing the budget, we respectfully request you reconsider the removal of the $10 million in anti-fraud funding and restore the funding.  We look forward to working with you in future to keep the IHSS Program safe and secure for California. 

Very truly yours, 

Guy Christian

Vice President

California Welfare Fraud Investigators Association

cc:
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor, State of California

       
Members of the State Legislature   
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Visit our website at:  www.cwfia.org


